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Rose Zacek

Ne1ghbor helping nelghbor

Age 54
Resxdence Saratoga Spnngs

Career: Retired from New
York State Department of
Motor Vehicles. . -

Personal: Two dogs Luther
and Bailey. . -

. Up close: Slttmg among pho-
tos of her family in her West

Side home — currently being |

renovated — Zacek makes it

clear that famlly ang Commi] - iteall everyone she knows to

" nity are the most important
things in her life. Now retired
after 26 years of service at the
state DMV, she still remains
active through numerous vol-
unteer organizations including
her “pride and joy,” the West

Side Neighborhood Association,

which she revitalized and has
played a part in the renais-
sance on the West Side.

She also contributes most of
her time to the Ladies of Char-
ity, the Principessa Elena

Women's Society, the Saratoga

Spmngs Senior Citizens Center

among many others. When you
- ask Zacek how much time she

puts into all her volunteer work
she rephes “How much t1me is
there in a day?” .

- A native Saratoglan, Zacek
said that she always felt the

need to help people. “People”. -

always say that when Rose -
knows you need something.
then watch out, because she

try and get it,” Zacek said.
She says that she remem- °
bers growing up on the West
Side among the camaraderie
and diversity of ethnic back-
grounds in the neighborhood.
She would love to see younger .
families come into the area
and bring youth and pride into
their homes. For now she
chooses to focus'on improving
the safety and appearance of
the neighborhood. “I know I'm
going to live here the rest of
my life,” she said. “I'm not °

‘going anywhere but West Ave- '

nue when that time comes,”

. she said, referring to St.

Peter’s Cemetery.
Inspiration: “Growing up

‘with two deaf parents, I
- watched them struggle in the

1950s and-’60s. Their accom-
plishments made me realize

- what I could do with my own. -
- life and it made me strong..
This neighborhood also makes -

me strong through nexghbor
helping neighbor.”

On a typical Saturday after-
noon you'll find her' “Catchmg
up on paperwork.’ :

Growing up I wanted to::_ .
“Work with deaf people. I do

translate for different organiza- -
tions such as the court system, .

the DMV and county offices,
such as child welfare and pro--

> bation.”

Defining success: “Stérting a
project and going through with
it.”
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